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Priorities for
Portland City Council

Housing Oregon unites mission-driven organizations committed to housing justice.
Through advocacy, education, and resource development, we strengthen Oregon's af-
fordable housing sector and empower communities across the state.

The six areas below were identified by Housing Oregon members through a process
of discussion and survey input. They are concepts to consider in the first year of the
new Portland City Council in partnership with nonprofit and advocacy leaders.

1. Preserving Existing Affordable Housing Stock

¢ Invest in preserving aging affordable housing facing expiring affordability
restrictions or physical/financial distress.

e Leverage the Portland Clean Energy Fund (PCEF) for preservation projects
to align with energy efficiency and climate goals.

e Maintain long-term affordability and neighborhood stability to prevent
displacement, gentrification.

e Use rent assistance from SHS funds/Joint Office to stabilize residents and
properties.

2. Wealth Building and Housing Stabilization for BIPOC Communities

e Expand down payment assistance programs to support BIPOC homeowner-
ship.

e Fund asset-building initiatives like Individual Development Accounts (IDAs) to
help low-income households build wealth.

e Prioritize eviction diversion programs for tenants in affordable housing.

e Develop policies that transition renters to homeowners, such as community
opportunity-to-purchase models.

3. Positioning Portland as a Regional Leader on Homelessness

o Strengthen collaboration with the Joint Office of Homeless Services to im-
prove service delivery and coordination.

o Use city leadership and resources to align regional responses to homeless-
ness and integrate efforts for better impact.
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Prioritizing Housing Investments Across Jurisdictions

Increase affordable housing set-asides in Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
districts, with a specific focus on homeownership.

Build on the success of the Portland Housing Bond and Metro Housing Bond
by continuing to exceed affordable housing goals.

Implement a region-wide land banking strategy to repurpose publicly owned
surplus land for housing developments.

Make local investments that position Portland as a stronger contender for
state and federal affordable housing funding.

Predictable and Consistent Permitting

Streamline and coordinate permitting processes between city bureaus.

Appoint a Permit Navigator to guide affordable housing projects through the
permitting system.

Align city permitting timelines with state and regional funders to synchronize
housing project development.

Aligning Public Transportation and Housing Investments

Prioritize housing development near public transit hubs, particularly east of
1-205.

Reduce parking requirements for affordable housing by improving coordina-
tion with public transportation systems.

Incorporate an environmental justice lens when zoning for high-density, af-
fordable housing to mitigate displacement.

Simplify zoning to allow hotel/motel conversions into permanent housing and
expand multifamily housing beyond major traffic corridors.
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