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2024 Legislative Session Recap:

Housing Progress Through Bipartisanship and Community Advocacy

The 2024 legislative session highlighted Oregon’s commitment to addressing the housing crisis
through bipartisan efforts. With Governor Tina Kotek and legislative leaders like Senator Jama and
Representative Dexter prioritizing housing, the session focused on housing production, homelessness

prevention, and shelter support. Housing Oregon and its members played a key role, ensuring that the
needs of the housing sector were front and center during legislative deliberations and related
advocacy events.

Housing Investments and Legislative Outcomes

Budget Highlights

This year’s legislative session saw a significant $376 million allocated for new housing investment.
While there were successes, critical gaps remain, setting the stage for future advocacy efforts.

Key Outcomes

1. Individual Development Accounts (IDA)
o Funding: $5 million secured through SB 1530 (half the requested amount).
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o Impact: This ensures approximately 2,200 low-income households can participate,
promoting financial stability and wealth-building.
2. Affordable Housing Preservation and Homeownership
o Challenge: No funding was allocated for the preservation of existing affordable
housing or new homeownership opportunities for lower-income buyers. Advocacy will
focus on correcting this in 2025.
3. Emergency Rent Assistance and Homelessness Prevention
o Win: $41 million allocated for homelessness prevention, including:
m  $34 million for statewide administration.
m  $7 million for the Urban League of Portland to serve BIPOC communities.
4. Homeless Shelter Operations
o Success: $65 million secured to maintain over 80 shelters at risk of closure, ensuring
critical statewide capacity is retained.
5. Tenant Outreach and Education
o Initial Funding: $1 million was allocated to establish a grant program supporting
tenants in at-risk properties. This lays the foundation for future tenant protections
and outreach initiatives.
6. Infrastructure Investments
o Appropriation: $88 million allocated to housing-related infrastructure funding,
enabling local jurisdictions to prepare for future development needs.

Community Engagement and Lobby Day Highlights

Housing Oregon facilitated an impactful lobby day, with advocates emphasizing:
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The importance of maintaining emergency shelters.

Funding for preservation and production of affordable housing.

The need for increased infrastructure funding to facilitate housing production.
Flexible funds for innovative homeownership projects

Over 100 advocates, including BIPOC groups, developers, and rural representatives, participated in
community engagement meetings and legislative advocacy, providing vital input on state housing
priorities.

Looking Ahead

While the 2024 session achieved notable progress, it also underscored challenges requiring sustained
effort. Housing Oregon is committed to:

e Advocating for affordable housing preservation and homeownership initiatives in future
sessions.

e Pushing for additional funding for tenant protections, eviction prevention, and
pre-development support.

e Ensuring robust and equitable housing investments through continued collaboration with
policymakers, advocates, and community organizations.

This year’s achievements lay a strong foundation for the 2025 legislative session, where the focus will
intensify on securing resources to meet the growing housing needs of all Oregonians.



